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SUBCHAPTER E—OIL POLLUTION ACT REGULATIONS

PART 990—NATURAL RESOURCE
DAMAGE ASSESSMENTS
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Subpart A—Introduction
§ 990.10 Purpose.

The goal of the Oil Pollution Act of
1990 (OPA), 33 U.S.C. 2701 et seq., is to
make the environment and public
whole for injuries to natural resources
and services resulting from an incident
involving a discharge or substantial
threat of a discharge of oil (incident).

This goal is achieved through the re-
turn of the injured natural resources
and services to baseline and compensa-
tion for interim losses of such natural
resources and services from the date of
the incident until recovery. The pur-
pose of this part is to promote expedi-
tious and cost-effective restoration of
natural resources and services injured
as a result of an incident. To fulfill this
purpose, this part provides a natural
resource damage assessment process
for developing a plan for restoration of
the injured natural resources and serv-
ices and pursuing implementation or
funding of the plan by responsible par-
ties. This part also provides an admin-
istrative process for involving inter-
ested parties in the assessment, a
range of assessment procedures for
identifying and evaluating injuries to
natural resources and services, and a
means for selecting restoration actions
from a reasonable range of alter-
natives.

§ 990.11 Scope.
The Oil Pollution Act of 1990 (OPA),

33 U.S.C. 2701 et seq., provides for the
designation of federal, state, and, if
designated by the Governor of the
state, local officials to act on behalf of
the public as trustees for natural re-
sources and for the designation of In-
dian tribe and foreign officials to act as
trustees for natural resources on behalf
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